The measure of love is to love without measure.

(St. Grancis de (Sales Lourish

BE FAITH-FILLED. BE OF SERVICE. BE DEVOUT.

SACRAMENTAL LIFE
Please call the parish office at 330-644-2225
to make arrangements for

Baptisms | Anointing of the Sick
Funerals | Weddings

Arrangements for weddings are to be made at
least six months prior to the wedding date.

EDUCATION

St. Francis de Sales Parish School
330-644-0638 | stfparishschool.org

PSR, Youth Ministry & Faith Formation

Call the parish office at 330-644-2225
to enroll or find out more.

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
Masses
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 a.m.
Monday-Saturday: 8:15 a.m.
Thursday: 6:30 p.m.

Confessions
Thursday: 5:30-6:15 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00-9:45 a.m.
or call the office to make an appointment.

Adoration
Monday: 7:00-8:00 a.m., 6:00-10:00 p.m.,
Tuesday-Friday: 7:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
(breaking for Masses)

4019 Manchester Road, Akron, Ohio 44319 e 330-644-2225 ¢ www.stfparish.com




SAINT FRANCIS DE SALES CHURCH

AKRON, OHIO

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
FEBRUARY 22, 2026

The Week 259

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

7:30 a.m.  Pro Populo
9:00 a.m.  Sandy Fair (Mimi McDonald)
11:00 a.m. Margarita Katigbak (Mariza Meredith)

David Schindewolf — Month’s Mind

MONDAY, FEBruary 23, St. Polycarp
8:15a.m. Deceased of the Ange & Clark Families
(Tony & ShIRLEY CLARK & FAMILY)

Tuesday, February 24
8:15a.m. Special Intention for April Merzweiler
(Kathie Masters)
MarciaCummins—ANNIVERSARYOFDEATH

Wednesday, February 25

8:15a.m. HolySoulsinPurGATORY (MIKEELCHERT)
Thursday, February 26
8:15a.m. Living & Deceased of the Skello &
Ferguson Families (The Wagners)
6:30 p.m.  PaulKasmar,Jr.(MIKE&MARYLAGUARDIA)

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27, St. Gregory of Narek
8:15a.m. Robert Burch (KoC Council 4664)
9:00 a.m.  School Mass Jean Welch (Family)
Robert Burch—ANNIVERSARY OF DEATH

Saturday, February 28
8:15a.m. Richard Miksch (The Wargo Family)
5:00 p.m. John Kernan (Don & Kathy McCabe)
Susan Russo— ANNIVERSARY OF DEATH

SUNDAY, MARCH 1, Second Sunday of Lent

7:30 a.m.  Pro Populo
9:00 a.m. Joseph & Ruth Deibel, & Janet & Garland
Hayes (John & Helen Deibel)
11:00 a.m.  Floyd Keathley, Jr. (Kim & Chris Kovesci)

Virginia Drexler — Month’s Mind

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Lev 19:1-2, 11-18; Mt 25:31-46
Tuesday: Is 55:10-11; Mt 6:7-15

Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10; Lk 11:29-32

Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Mt 7:7-12
Friday: Ez 18:21-28; Mt 5:20-26

Saturday: Deut 26:16-19; Mt 5:43-48

Sunday: Gen 12:1-4a; 2 Tim 1:8b-10; Mt 17:1-9

...WHERE THERE IS HATRED,
LET ME SOW LOVE...

For a number of years, B
Fr. Kraker, retired Pastor of §
St. Vincent in Akron, wrote
bulletin articles featuring his
dog Vinnie, and later Minnie.
In light of this, | feel inspired
to start sharing a few with my
buddy, Blaise. We'll call them
Blaise Blurbs!

Fr. Jeremy — I'm sorry | had
to take you to the vet, Blaise.
Every time | do, you get real [
shaky and nervous and start
salivating a lot. But in the end, &
it turns out okay.

Blaise — Yes, Boss, | agree with that. But what about those
shots!?! | don't like them! However, | do like that bacon
flavored stuff they give me for coughs. Can you get me more
of that?

Fr. J — Maybe. But that is for kennel cough. We can get you
bacon-favored treats if you like bacon. But that's another
thing. | can’t believe it, but 5 years ago, | brought you into
the vet and you were 17 lbs. at 2 months old. Now, at 5 years
old, you are 116 Ibs.! Dr. Pearson says you have to get on a
program.

B — What's wrong with treats? | love them! They are tasty and
fill my tummy with joy! And what is with this program thing? |
thought he was telling you to get with the program!

Fr. J — Well, sometimes too much of a good thing is too much
of a good thing. That's why Lent is such a great time for us.
We can take a moment to look at our lives and see if anything
is out of order. If so, we can make adjustments to better our
lives that will hopefully last a lifetime.

B — So what does that mean for me?

Fr. J — Perhaps it means eating carrot bites instead of bacon
bites. Are you okay with trying that out during Lent? | just
want you to be healthy so you can be the best dog you can
be. Sound good?

B — Whatever you say, Boss. | trust you...

..."Where there is hatred, let me sow love”... When it comes
to hatred and love, sometimes the hardest one to love is
ourselves, especially when it comes to our self-image and our
health. Will you love yourself and resist self-hatred this Lent
by taking baby steps in self-care so you can be the best you
can be for those around you?

God bless you this Lent and always,
Fr. Jeremy
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FEBRUARY 22, 2026

WEEKLY CALENDAR

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22

— Children’s Liturgy of the Word at 11:00 a.m. Mass

— Prayers for Healing, after 11:00 a.m. Mass; meet by the
St. Anthony statue

— Rite of Election for OCIA, 2:00 p.m., Cleveland Public
Auditorium

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23
- PSR & Ignite Family Night, 6:30-8:00 p.m.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24

— Women’s Study Group, 9:00 a.m. (St. Gerard Room)
— Choir Practice, 7:00 p.m. (Church)

— Becoming Catholic, 7:00 p.m. (Holy Family Room)

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25

— Senior Euchre Group, 1:00-4:00 p.m. (Beatitudes Room)
— Choir Practice, 7:30 p.m. (Church)

— AA/Al-Anon, 7:30-9:00 p.m. (Refectory)

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26
— Thursday Scripture Group, 12:30 p.m. (St. Gerard Room)
— SVdP Food Pantry open 6:00-6:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27
- Youth Choir, 4:30-5:30 p.m. (Church)

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28
— Men’s Group, 7:00 a.m. (Holy Family Room)

— Rosary, 8:45 a.m. (Church)
- Youth Group Lock-in, 5:00 p.m.-7:00 a.m. Sunday

SUNDAY, MARCH 1
— Donut Sunday
— Children’s Liturgy of the Word at 11:00 a.m. Mass
— Spirit Day for Confirmation Candidates,

11:00 a.m. Mass and then to Gym until 4:00 p.m.
- No Youth Group

PARISH STAFF

ROLE AND EMAIL

Fr. Jeremy Merzweiler

Pastor
frmerzweiler@stfparish.com

Fr. David Verbsky

Parochial Vicar
frverbsky@stfparish.com

Dc. Raymond Herrick

Deacon
deaconherrick@stfparish.com

Dc. Richard Butz

Retired Deacon
deaconbutz@gmail.com

Kathryn Dougherty

Principal
mrskdougherty@stfparishschool.org

Kara Lloyd

School Secretary
mrslloyd@stfparishschool.org

Therese Holderbaum

Parish Secretary & Bookkeeper
tholderbaum@stfparish.com

Colleen McVicker

Dir. of Music Ministry
cmcevicker@stfparish.com

Liturgical Life Coordinator

Shirley Clark sclark@stfparish.com
Abby Gresser Dir. of Youth & Eam|ly Faith Formation
agresser@stfparish.com
) Project Manager
Dennis Ott dott@stfparish.com
P Business Manager

jturk@stfparish.com

Chris Robbins

Office Assistant
crobbins@stfparish.com

Colleen Bryant

Communications Coordinator
cbryant@stfparish.com

Susan Undercoffer

Administrative Assistant
sundercoffer@stfparish.com

COLLECTION INFORMATION
February 14 & 15

Offertory
Sunday 16,409.00
Assessment 31.00
Capital 51.00
School 751.00
Special Collections __100.00
TOTAL $17,342.00

Thank you for your generosity!

Katy Markovich

VIRTUS Coordinator
kmarkovich@stfparish.com

St. Vincent de Paul
Society

A helping hand in times of need
330-958-5270

His joy.”

weekend.

PRAY FOR VOCATIONS

“Every call from the Lord is, above all, a call to

Every week, families or individuals bring the
vocation crucifix into their home to pray for vocations.
The Goshe Family received the Vocation Crucifix this

— Pope Leo XIV

PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN FORMATION

Please pray for those in our parish who are in formation:
Joshua Stecz — Seminarian

Joe Hercules — Candidate for Permanent Diaconate
Keith Obermeier — Candidate for Permanent Diaconate

HEALING PRAYER
Have you grown weary with an illness or burden and just
resigned yourself to it? Perhaps the Lord wants to lift that
burden, increase your strength, or even heal you completely!
Come on the 4th Sunday of the month following the 11:00
a.m. Mass and the St. Francis de Sales Healing Ministry will

pray with you.
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“REBUILD MY CHURCH"

DIOCESAN WEEK OF SERVICE
MARCH 22-28

This year, Bishop Malesic is asking that every parish participate in the Diocesan Week of Service from March
22-28. He wrote this...”Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, some time ago, | wrote you a pastoral letter
entitled ‘A Flourishing Apostolic Church.’ It was there that | asked you to follow a pastoral blueprint to examine
the ways we worship, evangelize, and serve. Today, | am inviting you to consider putting the third leg of
this blueprint into action by taking part in the Diocesan Week of Service from March 22-28, 2026. Parishes,
schools, and Catholic organizations are invited to host a service opportunity during the Week of Service. You
know the needs of your community better than we do, so we are asking you to design a project that suits the
needs of your local community.”

Our parish staff brainstormed that the Week of Service would not be a single project, but rather we would
invite all families to go out into the community and perform random acts of service and kindness. This could
be as simple as writing a card or letter to someone, helping someone paint a room or clean a house, or even
doing spring yardwork for someone else. | will leave this up to each family.

Since it is the year of St. Francis, we thought we would put a Franciscan spin on this opportunity. St. Francis
of Assisi interpreted God’s command to “Rebuild My Church” not just as repairing physical buildings, but as a
call to restore the “living stones” — the human members of the Body of Christ. Inspired by 1 Peter 2:5, he knew
believers are spiritual stones that must be renewed, repaired, and brought back to the center of the Church’s
mission through love and service. In the spirit of St. Francis, you and your family are invited to pick up a small
stone provided by the parish at Sunday Mass on March 22 and take it home with you. Then, find a way to be
of service during the week. Afterward, you can paint your family name on the stone and return it the following
Sunday, March 29. Then we will use them to make something beautiful in the butterfly garden. Every stone
will represent an act of service by a family, and every act of service builds up the Body of Christ. Thank you for
joining in our mission to “Rebuild the Church!”

Fr. Jeremy
CALLING ALL MISSIONARIES! REST IN (s
As part of the diocesan-wide call to serve this Lent, the Peace/\f /?%

parish staff is evaluating how our parish can engage in

Please remember in prayer the soul of Linda Zajac. Ma
“Mission Outreach.” What can you do to help? If you prey / Y

the Lord grant her eternal rest and console her family

have led or participated in mission outreach in the past, and friends.

whether at home or abroad, or if you know of a worthy

mission organization within our community, please

contact Joe Turk at jturk@stfparish.com or 330-644-2225,

ext. 206 by February 27. Stay posted for details about a ADORERS NEEDED

“Mission Qutreach” information night, to be held during Adorers are needed for the following times: Wednesdays,
Lent which will be a chance for all parishioners to learn 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and Fridays, 5:00-6:00 p.m. Please
more about future mission outreach opportunities (local, call Joanne at 330-338-4810, if you are able to help with

domestic and international). these times.
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LENT

Mass
Monday through Saturday, 8:15 a.m.
Thursday, 6:30 p.m.
Saturday Vigil, 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 a.m.

Adoration
Mondays, 7:00-8:00 a.m., 6:00-10:00 p.m.
Tuesday through Friday, 7:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
(Breaking for Masses)

Stations of the Cross
Fridays, 7:00 p.m.
With SFdS School, Mondays, 2:15 p.m.
Living Stations of the Cross, March 29, 6:00 p.m.

Confession
Saturdays, 9:00-9:45 a.m.
Thursdays, 5:30-6:15 p.m.
Diocese-wide Evening of Confession,
Wednesday, March 4, 5:00-8:00 p.m.,
at all parishes in the Diocese of Cleveland
Parish Cluster Confessions,
Monday, March 23, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
at St. Francis de Sales

Night Prayer & Benediction
Sundays, 8:00 p.m.

One-Night Parish Mission
“St. Francis of Assisi: A Witness of Hope and Healing
for the Church and the World.”
Thursday, March 26, 7:15 p.m.
Presented by Fr. Joseph Tuscan, OFM Cap

Women'’s Retreat
“Finding Beauty in the Struggle: The Joy of the Cross”
Saturday, March 28, 8:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Watch for details about the Diocesan Week of
Service March 22nd through 28th, and other
Lenten opportunities!

“YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD."”
— Matthew 5:14

A couple of Sundays ago, we heard about
light — our light — shining for others. In the
first reading from Isaiah, we heard: " Thus says
the Lord: Share your bread with the hungry,
shelter the oppressed and the homeless;
clothe the naked when you see them, and do
not turn your back on your own. Then your light shall break
forth like the dawn.”

St. Francis de Sales’ kindergarten and third grade classes
are learning all about how they can let their light shine for
others. Under the direction of third grade ELA, social studies
and religion teacher, Mrs. Effinger, the students prepared
42 meal bags for the SVdP food pantry neighbors. They
contain ingredients to make either minestrone or chicken
and dumpling soup. Each bag contains the recipe and a card
colored by a kindergarten student. SVdP members will give
them away at our Thursday evening distribution time.

You also can let your light shine for others by thinking of our
neighbors when you are doing your grocery shopping and
supporting the SVdP Third Annual Lenten Food Drive. To
have a well-stocked parish pantry, we will focus on items that
are needed. Each week, we will ask for a couple items you
may use in your own homes and at your family dinner table.
Please bring these items to the narthex when you come to
Mass. As you drop them in the SVdP bin, please say a prayer
for the neighbor you are giving hope to.

February 28/March 1: Canned vegetables (corn, green
beans, beans, other vegetables)

March 7/March 8: Pasta, pasta sauce, boxed macaroni and
cheese

March 14/March 15: Canned soups, canned fruit, peanut
butter, cereal

March 21/March 22: Paper products (toilet paper, tissues,
paper towels)

Perhaps it is difficult for you to shop and transport items. A
monetary donation is always welcome and needed to help
our neighbors through rough times. It might be assisting a
family to stay in their home or help with a utility bill. There are
specific SVdP envelopes in the pamphlet stand in the narthex
that you may use and drop in the collection basket. You can
also drop your donation in the SVdP collection box in the
back of the narthex by the usher’s room.

Here is a real case scenario to think about:

S. picks up groceries and laundry soap for her large family.
She frequently says, “If there is anything | can do to help,
please let me know.”

“For it is in giving that we receive.”
- St. Francis of Assisi
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Finding

52026 Akron Cothoilc Women’s Retreat

Saturday, March 28th
8:15 AM Mass - 3:00 PM

St. Francis de Sales Parish
4019 Manchester Road, Akron, Ohio 44319

Cost: $3O Register by March 21st, 2026
Complete form below or register at stfparish.com

o
Featured 73{’:&'67&{6—)’
Deacon Rich Michney
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish

Office Use | Payment: _ Cash _ Check

First & Last Name

Scan OR Code to Register!

Email (Required for Confirmation) Phorne Number

Morning Snack and
Lunch Included

Parish Name City of Parish

* Make checks payable to “St. Francis de Sales Parish” with “Women's Retreat” on the memo line.

» Mail completed form & check to: Attn. Therese Holderbaum, St. Francis de Sales Parish (see full parish address above).
« St. Francis parishioners may place envelope labeled “Women’s Retreat” in collection basket or drop off at parish office.

Questions? Contact us at 330-644-2225 or AkronCatholicWomensRetreategmail.com | Follow us on social media €3 @)
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Parish Mission

“St. Francis of Assisi: A Witness of Hope and Healing
for the Church and the World.”

Fr.Joseph Tuscan OFM Cap

Thursday, March 26 at 7:15 pm "

Pope Leo XIV declared 2026 “The Year of St. Francis” in honor of
the 800™ anniversary of the saint’s death and entrance into
heaven. This Lent, our parish welcomes Fr. Joseph Tuscan for a
parish mission on the message of St. Francis for today.

All are welcome!

4019 Manchester Rd. Akron, OH 44319 | 330-644-2225

|
" ANGEL SCHOLARSHIP FUND d_%{_igq
Turning taxes into tuition M

HOW TO DONATE:

1.Visit the Catholic Community- Angel
Scholarship Fund website.

2.Donate up to $750 (filing single) or -
$1500 (filing joint) for a state tax credit.  Coming for Tax Year 2027, a new federal QR Code or visit

3. IMPORTANT: Indicate St. Francis de  tax eredit allowing taxpayers to get a credit https:/ /www.catholiccom
Sales as the recipient of your donation  fg; donations made to Scholarship Granting

To donate, scan the

munity.org/support/ecatho

fo ensure we receive your funds! Organizations (Angel Scholarship). The : :
SOl lic-education/angel-
NEW FOR 2026-2027 credit will take effect on January 1, 2027, . .
Donate $500-750 (single) or $1000-1500 Individuals can claim a maximum credit of scholarship-fund
(Joint) and receive an entry token for $1,700 ($3,400 for married couples)! )

cash drawing reward! The more
donations equal the higher reward!

SAgla donatinn <1 arey iokan Help our children grow in faith!

Joint donation = 2 entry tokens

Drawing wil likely be early summer 2026, Donate to the Angel Scholarship Fund!
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On this monthly calendar, each day is designated for one of the seminarians of our diocese as well as our Pope, Bishops, Clergy,
and other related intentions. Please use this insert and keep it in a place where you can see it each day and thoughtfully say a
prayer of support for the name listed on that day.

Priests and Seminarians calendar online at: priests.StPatrick.cc

March 2026

Seminarian Calendar prepared by Parents of Priests — Diocese of Cleveland

Calendar at: seminarians.parentsofpriests.com

SUN MON TUE WED THU
i 2 3 4 5 6 7
Pray for all | Jeremy Dec. Charles | Dc. Mitch | Dc. Cameron | De. Nathan | Dc. Joseph
Parish Shafer Cairnie Carson Ferrell Frankart Tmong
Priests | Theology IV | Theology V | Theology V Theology V | Theology V| Viet Ho
Theology V
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Pray for | Dc. Sean John Paul | Matthew Tke Dylan Dominic
All Deacons | Neville Antalek Bobby Dawson Ennis Kucera
Theology V | Borromeo | Borromeo | Borromeo | Borromeo | Borromeo
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Pray for | Derek Dominic Seamus Justin Christopher | Andrew
the Parents | Linden Mellino O’Malley | Rice Yankay Bendahan
of Priests | Borromeo | Borromeo Borromeo | Borromeo | Borromeo | Borromeo
(Youngstown)
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
J oseph Matthew Brent Jacob Daniel Vincent
Pray fgr all Hoang Wasinski Feorene Huzyak Jordan Labosky
Palfzsh Borromeo | Borromeo | Borromeo | Borromeo Borromeo | Borromeo
Priests (Capuchin) (Youngstown)
29 30 31
Pray for | Steven Stephen It is in the agony of the
the Vowed | Vasko Vavro cross and the power of
Religious | Borromeo | Borromeo | the resurrection that we
(Youngstown)

find peace with God.
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SPRING SPORTS 2026 ARE NOW OPEN

CYO invites any students who attend our parish — whether they belong to our parish school, public school, or homeschool -
to join our spring sports! Sports available for this spring are as follows: Volleyball, Girls and Boys 3rd-8th grade; Track and
Field, Girls and Boys 1st-8th grade; Coach-Pitch Baseball, 1st and 2nd grade Co-Ed; Baseball, 3rd-8th grade; Lacrosse,
Boys and Girls 3rd-8th grade; Tennis (email for more information). Register today. Practices will begin February 23rd for
all sports. With questions about any sports, you can reach out to Katie Kinsinger, Athletic Director at Athleticdirector@
stfparish.com.

Our Track and Field program is looking for a new head coach(es). This individual would need to be able to coordinate all
practice schedules, meet schedules, player records, and player events. They will need to be available for at least 2 nights a
week, and the possibility of 2 track meets a weekend (Saturday mornings and Sunday afternoons). If you or someone you
know would be interested, please contact the Athletic Director at the email address above.

We are also looking for a throwing coach in both discus and shot put. Any individual that is interested in helping with our

https://reg.sportspilot.com/106284

track program, please reach out with your interests and questions. ""'I"'-
Thank you to everyone who continually supports our CYO program here _{"i ¥
at St. Francis de Sales Parish. We are blessed to have amazing parents, e
grandparents, family members, and coaches that support these young
athletes both on and off the playing fields.

"-'-‘.-J -

MEAL MINISTRY
Join our St. Francis de Sales Meal Ministry bringing love
and comfort one meal at a time. When someone in our
church or school faces illness, surgery, caring for a new
baby or any other challenging season, our meal train steps
in to provide home cooked meals and encouragement.

How you can help:

1. Spread The Word: Share information with small groups,
Bible study classes, community outreach teams or with
people who may have a short-term need.

2. Join Our Mailing List: Sign up to receive email
notifications regarding the needs within our community.

3. Respond To Opportunities: When a need arises, we
will send an email detailing the opportunity to help. There
is no obligation to sign up every time; simply volunteer
when you are able.

4. Provide Support: Opportunities involve delivering a
home-cooked meal or sending a gift card to the home
being assisted.

To sign up as a recipient or to arrange meals, please
contact: Molly Klatt, 330-801-2968, molly.klatt@yahoo.
com or Jamie Wagner, 330-203-9583, jamie.wagner34@
yahoo.com

LENTEN FISH FRIES

Several local churches and groups offer Friday Fish Fries
during Lent.

— Queen of Heaven Parish: Fish and other vegetarian
dinners are available Fridays 4:30-7:00 p.m., 1800
Steese Road, Green in the Parish Life Center. Stations
of the Cross are offered in the church at 7:00 p.m. on
Fridays. For more information, call 330-896-2345 or
visit www.queenofheavenparish.org.

— Annunciation Church: Fish dinners are available Fridays
4:30-7:00 p.m. at 55 Broad Street, Akron (corner of
Broad Street and Kent Street) in Dowed Hall. For more
information, call 330-535-4141.

— South Akron Knights of Columbus: Fish and other
dinners are available 4:30-7:00 p.m. at 2055 Glenmount
Avenue, Akron. For more information and online
ordering for carry-out, visit https://akronkofc.com/fish-
fry/ or call 330-773-3410.

MAGNIFICAT WOMEN'S BREAKFAST

Magnificat of Stark County invites all women to a breakfast
at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 14 at Holiday Inn Canton,
4520 Everhard Road, NW, Canton. Doors open at 8:30
a.m. The guest speaker will be Rick Squier, the Executive
Director of Catholic Charities serving Portage and Stark
Counties. Before starting his current role at Catholic
Charities, Rick served in parish ministry at his home parish,
St. Joan of Arc in Streetsboro. He will share his testimony
on serving where there is need. Tickets for the breakfast
cost $26.00 per person. For more information and to make
reservations, visit www.magnificatstark.webbly.com or call
Sally Kohring at 330-484-1623. The reservation deadline
is March 8.
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A MESSAGE FROM STEPHEN MINISTRY:
The cloudy, cold days of winter can be symbolic of what
may sometimes happen in life. A crisis hits, and we feel
like we're buried beneath a drift of snow. Relationships can
become icy, or we can feel frozen by life circumstances.
Little difficulties build up like slush, making us slip and
slide, causing every decision to seem treacherous. Life
seems dreary, and we begin to doubt that spring will ever
come. We can wonder, “Is God even there?” Stephen
Ministers are trained to provide confidential Christian
care, giving you the emotional and spiritual support you
need to make it through a winter in your life. To learn more
about how a Stephen Minister can help you or someone
you know, contact Ann Clark (aclark2@stfparish.com), one
of our Stephen Ministry leaders.

B.A.B.L. CONVENTION
The Bringing America Back to Life Convention is the
premier Diocesan-wide pro-life event: two jam-packed
days filled with the nation’s top speakers, workshops, and
exhibitors. To discover more about this must-see event,
view the impressive line-up of speakers, and register
for “In-person” or “Livestream” options. Visit https://
bringingamericabacktolife.org/ or call 216-246-9127. Join
us March 13th and 14th as we Bring America Back to Life!

r-------------------------

REQUEST FOR
2025 FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION STATEMENT

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY/ZIP CODE

ENVELOPE #

HOME PHONE #

CELL PHONE #

Please place this completed form in the collection
basket and your statement will be mailed to you.

r--

YOUTH GROUP

All 9th-12th graders are welcome to join us on Sunday
evenings in the Memorare Center from 7:00-8:30 p.m.!
Email Abby (agresser@stfparish.com) with questions about
any of these events. Regular updates and registration for
field trips/retreats are sent out via email. Contact Abby in
order to join the email list.

February 21-22 — Lock-In, 5:00 p.m.-7:00 a.m.

March 1 - No Youth Group (Spirit Day for 8th Graders)

March 8 - Youth Group, 7:00-8:30 p.m.

March 15 - Youth Group, 7:00-8:30 p.m.

March 22 - Youth Group, 7:00-8:30 p.m.

March 29 - Youth Group, 6:00-7:30 p.m. (Earlier start
time! We'll attend the Living Stations of the Cross
presented by the 8th graders in the church.)

April 2 — Seven Church Pilgrimage after Mass of the
Lord's Supper

April 5 - No Youth Group (Easter)

April 12 - Day of Service at Peter Maurin Center,
9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

April 19 — Youth Group, 7:00-8:30 p.m.
(Youth Minister Swap)

April 26 — Youth Group, 7:00-8:30 p.m.
(8th Graders welcome)

May 3 - Youth Group, 7:00-8:30 p.m.

(8th Graders welcome and Senior sendoff)

SAVE THE DATE
The Steubenville Youth Conference: July 17-19, 2026.

St. Francis de Sales Parish

Cave the Date

Vacation Bible
School

w1,

z :[|'=:: June 15-19.2026
7’ N

ated

Parishioner Registration ParishSOFT Online Giving
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FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

FEBRUARY 22, 2026

TO PLACE AN AD
CALL DEE PRINTING AT

614-777-8700

Family Owned and Operated

SILVA"HOSTETLER FUNERAL HOME

1199 Wooster Road W, Barberton, OH
Chris Silva, Dwane Hostetler, Chris Boldry

330-825-8700
_ www.silya-hottler.com

Flrst class Dining Comforts of Home Friends Become Family

Our residents do not have to sacrifice fine dining choices when they move to our Assisted

Munson St. Office
4774 Munson St. N.W., Suite 303,
Canton, OH 44718
Dressler Rd. Office
4368 Dressler Rd. N.W., Suite 203,
Canton, OH 44718
Office 0-4

Williams
@ Johnson

&L
00
TIMOTHY J. EBERHARDT

MICHAEL R. PLANEY, JR.
Funeral Directors

600 E. Turkeyfoot Lake Road

330-899-9107

FAMILY
O

DENT
0-4

GEHM & SONS
DRY ICE

CO2, Helium, Nitrogen & Propane
825 S. Arlington
330-773-6176

‘ ﬁ 5164 S. MAIN ST
s Sl
n mW\VW BISESIS CcOoM .\ 5 AT
E!§smmz§ I'M & JEANNETTE
Dan & Jacqui We love St. Francis!
‘ Clark
' Keeplng you rolling since 1984 Owners O
De B
Dirocte ol It Takes a Community

to Make a Home

A

Brier Creek
Senior Independent Living

330-896-0400

Living Community. Our all-day dining features restaurant-style, made to order meals that
satisfy even the most finicky palates Don't just take our word for it! Take a tour and we
will send you home with a full meal from our Chef’s Kitchen!!

The Gables of Green

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;

ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

Family Owned & Operated .
) CNeIll 0uer 25 lfears of Expfrtence WA RM U S Greer.IVIe\(v'
L Senior Living Communities ~ Senior Assisted Living
SOHS e «Tree Trimming 330-899-0404
*Tree Remoyal Family and Locally Owned in The City of Green
TREE SERVICE .Land Clea.rmg
«Stump Grinding o 5
330-606-1126 <reservic . i Sour
B g ed
The Experts in Commercial & Residential Tree Care BLF
L) O ed
DL1F d Operated

he Moore Family

T
m Funeral Homes

Bacher-Modore Faneral Honve (Portage Lakes) 330-644-0024
Bacher-Moore Funeral Home {Nomon )
Henncssy-Bagnoli-Meaee Funeral Home (Akron)  Www.moorefTh.com g

e ‘ Residential Painting,

Homestead

RENOVATION LLC

DAVEOTT | Senjor living built on trust

NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS.
Call (234) 294-0010 or visit us at vsecommunltles org.
THE VILLAGE OF

@GSt Edward

Minor Home Repair

330-607-4351

M, W, F: 8:30-NOON; TUES, THURS: 8:30-3:30
MANCHESTER ANIMAL CLINIC, INC.
DR. BENJAMIN L. PEARSON, JR.

Locally
operated.

AT GREEN

% HOURS BY APPOINTMENT |/ il
330-882-9802 g p = ZLELE e |
. 5885 MANCHESTER ROAD, AKRON Z 813 Fo aD on, OH 44 0010
NowAvailable: DEOP 1] | ) B | | B AND PKE
Mary Queen of Heaven Mausoleum qND 1CE AND TIRN FRO > D WD 1R FR(
Schedule a tour TODAY by calling Holy Cross
Cemetery in Akron at (216)-641- 7575 e)it_7_ - | ') ()K ’ [INT) | X LAND (0
= i S—
M( ] (NI 1174 I I
Wéop
. Ocll AKRON FOR OVER 20 VEIR ”[m”s,
g HoLy CROSS CEMETER y 1) ()=
Work Hard, Play Hard “ an : Extraordinary People.
f UIYY 7oL ano panTy RENTAL amarc ckwith i v D
““““ !l ‘ j WhaterGystems Go. WEATING & COOLING, INE. Exceptional Care. an ever e
x| 3337 Fortuna Drive, Akron (] et e i
f 330-645-0555 330-896-4949 330-923-1333 (AUTOMOTIVE FAMILY)
)3*’ See Rick Saunders for all P m e m e —,——————— u
Z of your tool and party needs. donamarc-com ' Save $25 WITH THIS AD . 330-357-3“1“ 330-253-33@
% A UNITED CHURCH HOMES : PRESENT AT TIME OF PURCHASE. . WIE CAR J dlewvandmre com vandeverekia.com
s UNITED COMMUNITY 1\ NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS 1|  For Careglver Services B 330 2536137 % 330-376-0600
Z f_j CHURCH  Jndependent, Assisted Living, Rehab | A moifosnr : 234.815.0140 },I buickvandevere.com vandeverecadillac.com
g A= CHM::L Gip . 12200 Stsausser Street, NW. Canal Fulton ilaire Job Opportunities
< = & @ chapelhillcommunity.org Bl Feeel Good, Inside” STF OH Lic #14610 234.815.0140 Home of the Warranty Forever &
s 330-854-4177 or 800-992-4177 beckwithheatcool.com firstlighthomecare.com FREE Car Washes for Life!




A %&ﬂz /Z///f

CAFE & CATERING

365 TOWPATH AVENUE NW UNIT B, CANAL FULTON, OH 44614
atyourtablecafe.com

DEGUIA FAMILY - PARISHIONERS

We,
i

PLEASANT VIEW PLEASANT POINTE

| Skilled Rehab & Nursing Assisted Living

330-745-6028 330-848-5028
Family Owned & Operated

www.pleasantviewhealthcare.com

J. Williams Lawn and Landscape
R Mam‘[enannE | jW||||ams\awncarEDyahun com | $30-858-4379

%‘_&;,g{;a&.\; SpURLCL.
TESTA, O.D., M.S.

KNIGHT, O.D.
2694 S. Main St., Akron

R NWN

330-745-4778

* Irrigation

McNEILL’S

CABINETRY

330-785-5111
330-785-5114

& FLOORS

Ranger * Ranger Pontoons * Starcraft ¢ Starweld
Mercury * Yamaha & Evinrude Outboards
We Service All Major Brands
Vic & Tom Vatalaro
330-673-7600 » Fax: 330-673-7617
VicsSportsCenter.com © 2039 Tallmadge Road, Brimfield

* Snow & Ice Management

NEUGEBAUER B
OOFING
STy ALove Freriin

330-786-9604

Fully Insured - 10 Yr Labor Guarantee

WITH CONSTRUCTION SERVICES BY
REM INSTALLATIONS

Located in Walmart Plaza

330-336-1060

mcneillscabinetry.com

330-374- 0070

ww.jwdidadoelectric.co

24 Hour Service 1} |
Residential - Commercial Il dustrial - High \'lloltage

[er)(® - IR =R @ 1033 Kelly Avenue, Akron, Ohio 44306

)

g-
Aaron Neugebauer, Parishioner

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Line Repair and Replacement
Excavation + Showers and Tubs
Sewer Line Maintenance
High-Pressure Water Jetting
Fixtures 4+ Mew Installations4 Toilets
Sewer & Drain Line Cleaning
Hassle-Free Water Heater Installation

ool o A i

Call us for all your Porta Pot needst
* Residential * Construction
* Parks/Recreations
*Events

Standard & Handicap units

330 724-9005

24 Emergency service avs: ailable

I wWINDOW I
CLEANING ™°

Call Us or Go Online for a FREE Estimate!
(330) 848-3474

www.fishwindowcleaning.com/3055

Spencer Tax Service tauaThomasea cpa
617 Wooster Road W., Barberton Mary K. Timura, CPA

MAKETAX TIME

TAXING!

330-745-8324
www.spencertaxservice.com

o e
[T
_

www.akronprobatelawyer.com
3522 Manchester Rd., Ste. D, Akron

Ron Koehler N O rt h H i I I Re nta I S kron’s Best Since 1963

Attorney at Law
Residential properties throughout Summit County

KoEHLER LEGAL SERVICES

330-644-3572 - wils

Decrease impact of school & work stress,

3570 Executive Dr., Suite 1

B&B & SONS
Heating & Cooling

p(l a QOI’UA;\

WE DELIVEI: '@ted

PlLLA

Kay Metzler, LPCC, IMFT & Life Coach

. Believe to Achieve Wellness Counseling & Divine Pace Life Coaching

Convenient location by Green Giant Eagle:

‘Tusts | Rick Moye
- Estates
T Apartment Manager
" " | 90 16th St. SW, Suite B, Barbert
S S e o Call 330-644-8842
o T P 330-706-3032 14 E. Caston Road
F 330-825-5191

Parishioner Owned

%ﬁﬁ*

EVENT CATERING

e - ANTHONY

330.745.9999 Akron, Cuyahoga Falls, Green|

VA EERGRIEG] ) lf ~ www.anthonyfh.com
330.928.1313

Bob + Nancy Wilson, Parishioners

myguiseppes.com

Dukes
Plumbing Installation and Repair

330-644-2121

Compliments of

21ST CENTURY FINANCIAL

Amanda Pfahler

330-245-6482

MaidSensible.com

Relax, we'll do the cleaning.

/\ﬂ/\\ Debra Shreiner

HELENSCOTT  >30-603-5680

REALTY
BUILDERS & REALTORS

Todd N. Collier

\giON RO 1881 Canton Rd., Akron
G’ 330-699-5888

FR Ik cantonroadgarden.com
NN N3 Weve got a good thing growing!

RAE OF-PEACE
Therapeutic Massage, LLD
*Appointment Only* Located inside Jillian & Co. Salon & Spa

950 W. Nimisila Road, New Franklin, OH 44319
JESSICA QUENTIN RN, LMT, CLT Parishioner

330-413-2295 or jzquentin@gmail.com HEATING -

Offer Ends 2/01/2026

*Restrictions May Apply

Catholic Family Owned

JANDJIPLUMBING.COM

330-708-5042

COOLING - ELECTRIC - PLUMBING

ULCH
dKers
Olio; Tue:

330-753-3090
WWW.MULCHMAKERS.NET

Let God’s promises
shine on our problems.

From the
Sarver Family

FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Campfield< Jﬁcﬁman-Collzer

No one provides better service ...

566 West Park Avenue
Barberton, Ohio 44203

)’\'\l

for less Family Owned and Operated Since 1904

(330) 745-3161

campfieldhickman@gmail.com

CICCOLINI AND
ASSOCIATES CO.

m LPA
ATTORNEYS

Estate Planning © Trusts/Wills
Real Estate * Injury Claims
Business Law
2715 Manchester Rd.
330-753-1051

mciccolini@ciccolinilaw.com

TOYOTA

an
N7

muut PARISH REp,

MIKE MALOY

GELL: 330-730-0303

1535 Vernon Odom Blvd., Akron

To Place An Ad, Call 1-800-292-9020

Please Patronize Our Advertisers ...

Francis, Akron, OH #20930-JM-1/5/26




