
St. Francis de Sales Parish

4019 Manchester Road, Akron, Ohio 44319 • 330-644-2225 • www.stfparish.com

The measure of love is to love without measure.

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
Masses 

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 a.m.
Monday-Saturday: 8:15 a.m.

Thursday: 6:30 p.m.

Confessions
Thursday: 5:30-6:15 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00-9:45 a.m. 

or call the office to make an appointment.

Adoration
Monday: 7:00-8:00 a.m., 6:00-10:00 p.m., 

Tuesday-Friday: 7:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
(breaking for Masses)

SACRAMENTAL LIFE
Please call the parish office at 330-644-2225 

to make arrangements for

Baptisms | Anointing of the Sick
Funerals | Weddings

Arrangements for weddings are to be made at 
least six months prior to the wedding date.

EDUCATION
St. Francis de Sales Parish School
330-644-0638 | stfparishschool.org

PSR, Youth Ministry & Faith Formation
Call the parish office at 330-644-2225 

to enroll or find out more.

BE FAITH-FILLED. BE OF SERVICE. BE DEVOUT.
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TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
AUGUST 24, 2025

SUNDAY, AUGUST 24,
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	 7:30 a.m.	 Judith Rambacher (Family)
	 9:00 a.m.	 Pro Populo
	 11:00 a.m.	 Richard Muha (Family)

MONDAY, AUGUST 25,
ST. LOUIS, ST. JOSEPH CALASANZ
	 8:15 a.m.	 Bob Baltrinic (Carol Baltrinic)
		    Sean Crim – Month’s Mind

TUESDAY, AUGUST 26
	 8:15 a.m.	 Bernie Gnap (Pauline Knee)
		    Alda Crooks – Month’s Mind

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27, ST. MONICA
	 8:15 a.m.	 Ed Duckworth (John Duckworth)

THURSDAY, AUGUST 28, ST. AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO
	 8:15 a.m.	 Jerry Engler (Galati Family)
	 6:30 p.m.	 Lillian Hilt (LuAnn Thomas)

FRIDAY, AUGUST 29,
THE PASSION OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
	 8:15 a.m.	 Cyrill “Shorty” Wargo (Dan & Sue Wargo)
	 9:00 a.m.	 Donald Mantel (Les & Barb Mezenski)

SATURDAY, AUGUST 30
	 8:15 a.m.	 Lou & Oni Yovanovich (Meinen Family)
	 5:00 p.m.	 Steve & Maria Scherer (Family)

SUNDAY, AUGUST 31,
TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	 7:30 a.m.	 Pro Populo
	 9:00 a.m.	 Kathy & Mickey Sullivan
		    (Chris & Dick Robbins)
	 11:00 a.m.	 John Hammer (Nita Hammer)
		    Josephine Cefalu – Anniversary of Death

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 	 1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10; Mt 23:13-22
Tuesday:	 1 Thes 2:1-8; Mt 23:23-26
Wednesday:	 1 Thes 2:9-13; Mt 23:27-32
Thursday:	 1 Thes 3:7-13; Mt 24:42-51
Friday:	 1 Thes 4:1-8; Mk 6:17-29
Saturday:	 1 Thes 4:9-11; Mt 25:14-30
Sunday:	 Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29; 
	 Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a; Lk 14:1, 7-14

FALL FRASSATI HIKING 2025!
Encounter ~ Hike ~ Reflect

Just as soon-to-be-Saint Pier Giorgio Frassati loved to hike 
and listen to the voice of Christ outdoors, you too can do 
the same! Join me and your fellow parishioners for Saturday 
afternoon hikes this fall.

	Saturday, September 20 at 2:00 p.m.
o	St. Helena Heritage Park - Towpath Trail
	123 Tuscarawas St. NW, Canal Fulton, OH 44614

	Saturday, September 27 at 2:00 p.m.
o	Knapp Lakeview Trail
	Knapp Dr., Akron, OH 44319

	Saturday, October 4 at 2:00 p.m.
o	Tuscarawas Shelter - Firestone Metro Park
	2620 Harrington Rd., Akron, OH 44319

	Saturday, October 11 at 2:00 p.m.
o	Portage Lakes State Park
	5031 Manchester Rd., Akron, OH 44319
	Big Parking Lot

	Saturday, October 18 at 2:00 p.m.
o	Nimisila Campgrounds
	5668 Christman Rd. #5546, Akron, OH 44319
	Turn right into the parking lot

	Saturday, October 25 at 2:00 p.m.
o	Silver Creek Park - Pheasant Run Shelter
	5000 Hametown Rd., Norton, OH 44203

“The higher we go, the better we will hear the voice of Christ!”
– Pier Giorgio Frassati

Let’s journey together!
Fr. Jeremy
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WEEKLY CALENDAR
SUNDAY, AUGUST 24
– Prayer for Healing after 11:00 a.m. Mass, meet by the
  St. Athony statue

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27
– Senior Euchre Group, 1:00-4:00 p.m.
– AA/Al-Anon, 7:30-9:00 p.m. (Refectory)

THURSDAY, AUGUST 28
– SVdP Food Pantry, 6:00-6:30 p.m.
– Rosary, 6:00 p.m. (Church)

FRIDAY, AUGUST 29
– Post-Cana Adoration & Bonfire Date Night, 6:30 p.m.
  (Church and Memorare Center)

SATURDAY, AUGUST 30
– Men’s Group, 7:00 a.m. (Holy Family Room)
– Rosary, 8:45 a.m. (Church)

COLLECTION INFORMATION
August 16 & 17

	 Offertory	 Faith Direct
Sunday	 $	 16,531.82	 $	 15,015.67
Assessment	 $	 70.00	 $	 120.00
Capital	 $	 100.00	 $	 195.00
School	 $	 425.00	 $	 300.00
Faith & Values	 $	 155.00
Assumption	 $	 1,682.00	 $	 165.00
Catholic Education			   $	 30.00
Missionary Appeal			   $	 400.00
TOTAL	 $	 18,963.82	 $	 16,225.67
GRAND TOTAL	 $	 35,189.49

Thank you for your generosity!

ADORER NEEDED
An adorer is needed for the following time: Fridays, 6:00-7:00 
p.m. Call Joanne at 330-338-4810, if you are able to help with 
this time.

FALL PARISH SMALL GROUPS
Do you want to be happy? Have you ever wanted more 
purpose and direction in life? Do you want to go to heaven? 
A real life of prayer will radically change your life and fill 
you with the peace, purpose, and joy you can’t find any 
other way. This fall, our parish’s small groups will explore 
the series Introduction to Real Prayer from the Science 
of Sainthood program hosted by Matthew Leonard. This 
nine-week series will include videos on the three types of 
prayer and three stages of the interior life paired with a 
few discussion questions. No preparation or homework is 
required. Just gather each week with your group mates 
to learn, pray, and discuss together. Sign-ups will open 
soon, and sessions start the week of September 21. Are 
you interested in leading a group? Contact Linda Hetson 
to find out more at lindahetson@gmail.com.

PARISH STAFF ROLE AND EMAIL
Fr. Jeremy Merzweiler Pastor

frmerzweiler@stfparish.com

Fr. David Verbsky Parochial Vicar
frverbsky@stfparish.com

Dc. Raymond Herrick Deacon
deaconherrick@stfparish.com

Dc. Richard Butz Retired Deacon
deaconbutz@gmail.com

Kathryn Dougherty Principal
mrskdougherty@stfparishschool.org

Kara Lloyd School Secretary
mrslloyd@stfparishschool.org

Therese Holderbaum Parish Secretary & Bookkeeper
tholderbaum@stfparish.com

Colleen McVicker Director of Music Ministry
cmcvicker@stfparish.com

Shirley Clark Liturgical Life Coordinator
sclark@stfparish.com

Abby Gresser
Director of Youth &
Family Faith Formation
agresser@stfparish.com

Dennis Ott Project Manager
dott@stfparish.com

Joe Turk Business Manager
jturk@stfparish.com

Chris Robbins Office Assistant
crobbins@stfparish.com

Colleen Wilson Communications Coordinator
cwilson@stfparish.com

Susan Undercoffer Administrative Assistant
sundercoffer@stfparish.com

Katy Markovich VIRTUS Coordinator
kmarkovich@stfparish.com

PRAY FOR VOCATIONS
“A vocation is never a treasure stored away in the heart. 

Rather, it grows and is strengthened within a community that 
believes, loves and hopes.” – Pope Francis

Every week, families or individuals bring the vocation crucifix 
into their home to pray for vocations.

Bill & Pat Shea received the
Vocation Crucifix this weekend.

If you are open to praying for vocations, please contact the 
Parish Office at 330-644-2225 or cwilson@stfparish.com. 
There are dozens of weeks to be filled on the schedule.

HEALING PRAYER
This Sunday after the 11:00 a.m. Mass, the 
St. Francis Healing Ministry will be available 
to pray with you for healing. Do you have an 
upcoming surgery or test? Do you suffer from 
some chronic illness, or something new? 

Jesus, Our Healer, is here for you. Come to the back left 
of the church, by the St. Anthony statue following 11:00 
a.m. Mass for prayers.
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HOPE AMID THE STORM
Whether your life feels like you are sailing on calm 
waters, or things are in somewhat of an upheaval, we 
have only to look around us or listen to the news to 
see that there is a great unrest akin at times to a raging 
storm. Where is our anchor? How do we find peace? 
Fr. John Riccardo proposes solid answers based on God’s 
own promises in his new book, Unshakeable Hope in the 
Midst of the Storm. The St. Francis de Sales Women’s 
Study Group invites women of all ages to join us as we 
journey through this book to attain a greater hope and 
peace. We meet in the Memorare Center on Tuesdays, 
9:00-11:00 a.m., beginning September 2nd. If you have 
any questions or need help ordering a book, contact Lori 
at gutbrods@att.net.

CLAIM A SPOT FOR
DAMASCUS SUMMER CAMP 2026

St. Francis de Sales Parish has reserved 20 spots for 
Week 5 (July 5th-10th) of Damascus Summer Camp: Main 
Campus in 2026. In order to claim one of these spots, you 
will need to use our group code to register between now 
and October 31st. Our reserved spots are available on a 
first-come, first-served basis. The reserved spots expire 
on October 31st. Any spots that we do not fill by then will 
be returned to the spots available to the general public. 
Our reservation includes the following age/gender 
breakdown:

Middle School (Grades 6-8): 5 Girls & 5 Boys
High School (Grades 9-12): 5 Girls & 5 Boys

The grade that the camper will enter in the fall of 2026 
is the grade used to determine camp placement. The 
cost of camp is $645.00. Scholarships are available. Email 
Abby if you are interested or want to learn more about 
Catholic Youth Summer Camp: agresser@stfparish.com.

All moms are invited to join in the first Moms of Littles 
meeting on Wednesday, September 17 at 10:00 a.m. 
in the Memorare Center. The group is intended to build 
community among parish moms and children. Littles of all 
ages are welcome! Contact edunn@stfparish.com for more 
information.

In a world searching for meaning, stability, and hope, the 
Catholic Church, founded by Jesus Christ and guided by 
the Holy Spirit through the centuries, remains a light in the 
darkness, leading souls to salvation. Each year, our parish 
joyfully welcomes adults and older children who desire 
to explore the Catholic faith and prepare for full initiation 
through the Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) 
– formerly known as RCIA. The OCIA, or as we call it, 
Becoming Catholic, is a prayerful and structured journey 
that introduces seekers to the teachings of the Church, 
the beauty of the Sacraments, and the richness of Catholic 
prayer and community life. If you – or someone you know 
– has expressed interest in the Catholic Church, now is 
the perfect time to start the conversation. Weekly inquiry 
sessions begin in the fall. No commitment is necessary to 
inquire – just an open heart and a willingness to explore. 
For more information or to speak confidentially, contact: 
Michael Kimble, Becoming Catholic Coordinator at 330-
606-8376 or becomingcatholic@stfparish.com.
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Senior living built on trust
Coming Soon:

AT  G R E E N

GREEN: 3813 Fortuna Drive, Akron, OH 44312 • 234-294-0010

NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS.
Call (234) 294-0010 or visit us at vsecommunities.org.
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Now Available: 
Mary Queen of Heaven Mausoleum

Schedule a tour TODAY by calling Holy Cross 
Cemetery in Akron at (216)-641-7575 ext. 7

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Families since
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M, W, F: 8:30-NOON; Tues, Thurs: 8:30-3:30

MANCHESTER ANIMAL CLINIC, INC.
DR. BENJAMIN L. PEARSON, JR.

HOURS BY APPOINTMENT
330-882-9802

5885 Manchester Road, Akron

Now Available: 
Mary Queen of Heaven Mausoleum

Schedule a tour TODAY by calling Holy Cross 
Cemetery in Akron at (216)-641-7575 ext. 7

Now Available: 
Mary Queen of Heaven Mausoleum

Schedule a tour TODAY by calling Holy Cross 
Cemetery in Akron at (216)-641-7575 ext. 7

Medicare Options • Final Expenses 
Retirement Protection

DAN KLATTDAN KLATT

630-390-9947
dcklatt@assuregrp.com

SFD Parishioner-Four Children in Parish School

A UNITED CHURCH HOMES 
COMMUNITY

Independent, Assisted Living, Rehab
12200 Strausser Street, NW, Canal Fulton

chapelhillcommunity.org
330-854-4177 or 800-992-4177

DAVE OTT
Residential Painting, 
Minor Home Repair
330-607-4351330-607-4351

HEALTHFIRST 
CHIROPRACTIC 

CLINIC
Dr.Brian Longworth 330-896-8800
3577 S. Arlington Road, Akron
www.akronhealthfirst.com

GEHM & SONS 
DRY ICE

CO2, Helium, Nitrogen & Propane

825 S. Arlington
330-773-6176

Extraordinary People.
Exceptional Care.

For Caregiver Services
234.815.0140

Job Opportunities
234.815.0140

firstlighthomecare.com

Dean E. Biscan
Director

330.253.6126
www.hummelcares.com

330-773-7656
144 W. Wilbeth Ave., Akron

www.ohioblasting.com

The Source for 
All Your Abrasive 

Blasting Needs

Family Owned 
and Operated

Family Owned and Operated

1199 Wooster Road W, Barberton, OH
Chris Silva, Dwane Hostetler, Chris Boldry

330-825-8700
www.silva-hostetler.com

•Tree Trimming
•Tree Removal
•Land Clearing
•Stump Grinding 
•Crane Service 

Family Owned & Operated

       Over 25 Years of Experience 

 

The Experts in Commercial & Residential Tree Care 

Michael Elliott
Wills/Trusts, Real Estate, Injury Claims, 

Business, Employment Law, Probate
330-434-3000 • MElliott@rlbllp.com

www.rlbllp.com

It Takes a Community 
to Make a Home 

Family and Locally Owned in The City of Green

Brier Creek 
Senior Independent Living

330-896-0400
GreenView 

Senior Assisted Living
330-899-0404

Warmus_Church-Bulletin_C_11-2021.indd   1Warmus_Church-Bulletin_C_11-2021.indd   1 11/15/21   11:29 AM11/15/21   11:29 AM

“If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, 
and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from 

heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”  2: Chronicles 7:14

Professional Carpet Installation
Serving Local Akron for Over 30 Years

Phone: 330-645-4724

MORE THAN EXCAVATING!
• CONCRETE
• LAND CLEARING
• AND MORE...

WagRich.com 
(330-515-1977)

330-896-4949
donamarc.com

330-923-1333
Save $25 WITH THIS AD
Present at time of Purchase.
not valid with other offers

beckwithheatcool.com
STF OH Lic #14610

IN GOD
WE TRUST

Work Hard, Play Hard
TOOL AND PARTY RENTAL

3337 Fortuna Drive, Akron
330-645-0555

See Rick Saunders for all 
of your tool and party needs.

330-899-9107
schermesserfh@gmail.com
schermesserfh.com

600 E. Turkeyfoot Lake Road
Green, OH 44319

JULIE KNITTLE 
Administrative Assistant

TIMOTHY J. EBERHARDT
MICHAEL R. PLANEY, JR.
Funeral Directors

600 E. Turkeyfoot Lake Road

330-899-9107

TIM & JEANNETTE
We love St. Francis!

BENEFIT DINNER FOR CHRIST THE BRIDEGROOM MONASTERY
Enjoy an evening of comedy, enrichment, and community at the “Bridegroom’s Banquet,” a benefit dinner for the nuns of 
Christ the Bridegroom Monastery, on Saturday, November 1, at the Astrodome Event Center in Parma, Ohio. There is no cost 
to attend the dinner, but registration is required by October 13. Donations can be accepted if you are not able to attend. For 
more information and to register, please visit www.christthebridegroom.org. With questions, call 440-834-0290.



JANDJPLUMBING.COM

FREE FREE 
WATER HEATER

with purchase of ac

Catholic Family Owned
*Restrictions May Apply

www.fishwindowcleaning.com/3055
(330) 848-3474

Call Us or Go Online for a FREE Estimate!
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68 W State St.  Barberton�

Bob + Nancy Wilson, Parishioners�
www.PapaRonis.com�

Relax, we’ll do the cleaning.

Parishioner Owned

Amanda Pfahler

MaidSensible.com
330-245-6482
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B&B & SONS
Heating & Cooling
330-882-5100

North Hill Rentals
Residential properties throughout Summit County

Rick Moye
Apartment Manager
90 16th St. SW, Suite B, Barberton

P 330-706-3032
F 330-825-5191
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DEGUIA FAMILY – PARISHIONERS
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J. Williams Lawn and Landscape
Lawn Maintenance I jwilliamslawncare@yahoo.com I 330-858-4529

Ranger • Ranger Pontoons • Starcraft • Starweld
Mercury • Yamaha & Evinrude Outboards

We Service All Major Brands
Vic & Tom Vatalaro

330-673-7600 • Fax: 330-673-7617
VicsSportsCenter.com

2039 Tallmadge Road, Brimfield

Pleasant Pointe
Assisted Living
330-848-5028

Pleasant View
Skilled Rehab & Nursing

330-745-6028
Family Owned & Operated

www.pleasantviewhealthcare.com 

Paul Miller, 
Attorney, MBA

330-896-2889
* Estate Planning 

* Trusts * Probate * Business  
 Purposeful Planning and  
Counsel for Life’s Stages

Fully Insured • 10 Yr Labor Guarantee
Residential Roofing • BBB Member

Aaron Neugebauer, Parishioner

Companies
330-745-4778

• Irrigation
• Snow & Ice Management Strength, stability and expertise since 1958.

Electrical Contractors

1033 Kelly Avenue • Fax: 330-374-0620

Residential • Commercial • Industrial • High Voltage

330-374-0070
www.jwdidadoelectric.com

24 Hour Service

Strength, Stability and expertise since 1958.Strength, Stability and expertise since 1958.

Strength, stability and expertise since 1958.

Electrical Contractors

1033 Kelly Avenue • Fax: 330-374-0620

Residential • Commercial • Industrial • High Voltage

330-374-0070
www.jwdidadoelectric.com

24 Hour Service

1033 Kelly Avenue, Akron, Ohio 44306

330-374-0070
ww.jwdidadoelectric.com
24 Hour Service24 Hour Service
Residential • Commercial • Industrial • High VoltageResidential • Commercial • Industrial • High Voltage

Spencer Tax Service Laura Thomas EA, CPA
Mary K. Timura, CPA

330-745-8324
www.spencertaxservice.com

617 Wooster Road W., Barberton

Call 330-644-8842
14 E. Caston Road
myguiseppes.com

Akron’s Best Since 1963

330-595-9006  www.B2AWellness.com

2025=Year I unleash what 
is holding me back

Accelerated Resolution Therapy 
greatly improves impact of:
Anxiety, ADHD, & PTSD.

Kay Metzler, LPCC, 
Marriage & Family Therapist

Koehler legal ServiceS

• Wills
• Trusts 
• Estates

Ron Koehler
Attorney at Law

www.akronprobatelawyer.com
3522 Manchester Rd., Ste. D, Akron

330-644-3572

David J Moore, Agent

Dave Moore
Bus: 330-896-3132
Fax: 330-896-0279
3515 S Arlington Road
Akron-Green, OH 44312-5219

Debra Shreiner
330-603-5680

BUILDERS & REALTORS

330-753-3090
WWW.MULCHMAKERS.NET

Plumbing Installation and Repair
330-644-2121 The Menches Family 

invite you to our full service 
Restaurant and Menu. 

Thanks for your support.
Shops of Green

John Menches
330-896-2288

CICCOLINI AND 
ASSOCIATES CO.

LPA
ATTORNEYS 

Estate Planning • Trusts/Wills 
Real Estate • Injury Claims 

Business Law
2715 Manchester Rd.

330-753-1051
mciccolini@ciccolinilaw.com

1881 Canton Rd., Akron
330-699-5888
cantonroadgarden.com

We’ve got a good thing growing!We’ve got a good thing growing!

1535 Vernon Odom Blvd., Akron

3300 S. Arlington Rd @ I-77, Akron, OH • tothakron.com • (330) 644-34003300 S. Arlington Rd @ I-77, Akron, OH • tothakron.com • (330) 644-3400

RAE OF PEACE
Therapeutic Massage, LLC

*Appointment Only*  Located inside Jillian & Co. Salon & Spa

950 W. Nimisila Road, New Franklin, OH 44319
JESSICA QUENTIN RN, LMT, CLT Parishioner

330-413-2295 or jzquentin@gmail.com

Let God’s promises
shine on our problems.

From the
Sarver Family

Compliments of

LISA M. TESTA, O.D., M.S. 330-785-5111
LAURA M. KNIGHT, O.D. 330-785-5114

2694 S. Main St., Akron  testasvisionsource.com

Caring for your Caring for your 
family’s eyes.family’s eyes.

Compliments of
21ST CENTURY 

FINANCIAL

Todd N. Collier
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

566 West Park Avenue (330) 745-3161
Barberton, Ohio 44203 campfieldhickman@gmail.com

No one provides better service ... for less Family Owned and Operated Since 1904

• New location: 3570 Executive Dr. Suite 109, Green
• Counseling women, kids &
  teens inc. homeschoolers
• Join other Catholics integrating
  faith into counseling.


