
Masses: Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m., Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 a.m.
 Monday through Saturday, 8:15 a.m.; Tuesday and Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Confessions: Thursday, 5:30-6:15 p.m.; Saturday, 9:00-9:45 a.m.; or call the office  
at 330-644-2225 for an appointment.

Baptisms: Please make arrangements with the Parish Office.

Weddings: Arrangements with the Parish Priest are to be made at least six months before the 
wedding date.

Anointing of the Sick: At any time. Please call the Parish Office at 330-644-2225.

4019 Manchester Road, Akron, Ohio 44319 • 330-644-2225 • www.stfparish.com

Roman CatholiC ChuRCh

Fr. Jeremy Merzweiler
Pastor

Fr. David Verbsky
Parochial Vicar

Raymond Herrick
Deacon

Richard Butz
Deacon, Retired

Kathryn Dougherty 
Principal

Kathleen Ott
Pastoral Associate

Colleen McVicker
Director of Music Ministry

School:
330-644-0638 or stfparishschool.org

Parish Registration:
Please see the Priest after 

any of the weekend Masses.

Parish Office Hours:
Monday through Friday, 

9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
MARCH 26, 2023

SUNDAY, MARCH 26, FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
 7:30 a.m. Theresa Ambach (Al Schafer)
 9:00 a.m. Pro Populo
 11:00 a.m. Mary Franz (Tom & Patty Hercules)

Raymond Robinson – Month’s Mind

MONDAY, MARCH 27
 8:15 a.m. Cindy Matheny (Parish Staff)

Anna Feltrup – Month’s Mind

TUESDAY, MARCH 28
 8:15 a.m. Theresa Romeo (Kovesci Family)
 6:30 p.m. Mary Clark (John & Michele Steurer)

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29
 8:15 a.m. Ray Robinson (Brothers & Sister)

THURSDAY, MARCH 30
 8:15 a.m. John Loggins
   (Deacon Richard & Francis Butz)
 6:30 p.m. Anointing Mass
   Drew Karson (Janet Karson)

FRIDAY, MARCH 31
 8:15 a.m. Betty J. Phillips (Ann Marie Phillips)
 9:00 a.m. Irene Keblesh (Anna Mantel)
 6:30 p.m. Col. Eduard Bender (Johanna Cramer)

Sandy Fair – Anniversary of Death

SATURDAY, APRIL 1
 8:15 a.m. Anna Scalise (Family)
 5:00 p.m. Bob Coffman (Family)

SUNDAY, APRIL 2, PALM SUNDAY
 7:30 a.m. Dolores Hoosic (Mr. & Mrs. Mark Kosco)
 9:00 a.m. Pro Populo
 11:00 a.m. Mary Lou Clark (Agape Prayer Group)

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:  Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or
  Dn 13:41c-62; Jn 8:1-11
Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9; Jn 8:21-30
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Jn 8:31-42
Thursday: Gn 17:3-9; Jn 8:51-59
Friday: Jer 20:10-13; Jn 10:31-42
Saturday: Ez 37:21-28; Jn 11:45-56
Sunday: Mt 21:1-11; Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11;
  Mt 26:14–27:66 or Mt 27:11-54

Do we really know the Jesus
we are dealing with?

Probably not. But if you open yourselves up to the 
readings this weekend, you will better understand 
who Jesus is and what He wants to do in your life. I 
am convinced we live in a time when so many things 
pull at us constantly. I was just at the hospital visiting 
someone the other day and was in the elevator with 
someone working there. I noticed that both of us were 
on our phones communicating while we were on the 
go. I said, “Isn’t this crazy?!” She mentioned something 
to the extent that it already has made her crazy, so we 
laughed and went on our way.

As I walked away, I just thought more and more about 
the many ways we can get shackled in life – the many 
ways we can fall into addiction and feel very helpless 
and hopeless in ever getting out. Of course, on our 
own, we should feel that way. On our own, we are 
hopeless. It’s hard to say this, but it’s true. We need 
Jesus. Here are a couple quotes to pray with while 
pondering this….

  • “We must pray without tiring, for the salvation of 
mankind does not depend on material success; nor 
on sciences that cloud the intellect. Neither does it 
depend on arms and human industries, but on Jesus 
alone.”

St. Frances Xavier Cabrini

  • “Let us ever hope that you look for strength from God
 who alone can give it.”

St. Mary MacKillop 

It is God alone who gives us strength. It is God alone 
who offers salvation. It is God alone whom we need to 
rely on and turn to when we are shackled in life. What 
does Jesus say in the Gospel but: “Lazarus, come out!” 
The dead man came out, tied hand and foot with burial 
bands, and his face was wrapped in a cloth. So Jesus 
said to them, “Untie him and let him go” (Jn. 11:43-44). 
This is the power of our God. If Jesus can raise a dead 
man from the grave, He can free you from whatever 
is enslaving you in life. Turn to Him and be saved. 
Ultimately, Jesus wants us to know this, own this and live 
this. He wants us to know who He is. From the Prophet 
Ezekiel: “Then you shall know that I am the LORD, when 
I open your graves and have you rise from them, O my 
people!” (Ez. 37:12).

Free us, save us and strengthen us Jesus!
– Fr. Jeremy 
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HERE’S WHAT’S HAPPENING
AROUND THE PARISH THIS WEEK…

SUNDAY, MARCH 26
- Book Study, 10:10 a.m. (Holy Family Room)
- Prayers for Healing, after 11:00 a.m. Mass by
  St. Anthony Statue
- BSA Boy Scouts, 4:30 p.m. (Refectory)
- Night Prayer, 9:00 p.m. (Church)

MONDAY, MARCH 27
- No PSR
- Men’s Basketball, 8:30 p.m. (Gym)

TUESDAY, MARCH 28
- Women’s Book Study, 9:00 a.m. (St. Gerard Room)
- Lent Bible Study, 9:00 a.m. (Holy Family Room)
- Lent Bible Study, 1:00 p.m. (Coutts’ Home)
- Parish Cluster Penance, 5:00-6:00 p.m. 
  (Queen of Heaven Parish, Akron)
- RCIA, 7:00 p.m. (Holy Family Room)
- Choir Practice, 7:00 p.m. (Church)

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29
- Mothers’ Lenten Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. 
  (Archangels Room)
- Lent Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. (St. Gerard Room)
- AA/Al-Anon, 7:30 p.m. (Upper Room)

THURSDAY, MARCH 30
- Thursday Scripture Group, 12:30 p.m.
  (St. Gerard Room)
- Stephen Ministry Continuing Ed. & Supervision
  Meeting, 6:30 p.m. (Holy Family Room)
- Lent Bible Study, 7:15 p.m. (Beatitudes Room)

FRIDAY, MARCH 31
- Youth Choir Practice, 4:30-5:30 p.m. (Church)
- Stations of the Cross, 7:00 p.m. (Church)

SATURDAY, APRIL 1
- Men’s Group, 7:00 a.m. (Holy Family Room)
- First Saturday Devotions, following 8:15 a.m. Mass
- Women’s Retreat, 8:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

SUNDAY, APRIL 2
- Book Study, 10:10 a.m. (Holy Family Room)
- BSA Cub Scouts, 1:00 p.m. (Gym)
- Outdoor Stations, 3:00 p.m.
- BSA Boy Scouts, 4:30 p.m. (Refectory)
- Night Prayer, 9:00 p.m. (Church)

COLLECTION INFORMATION
March 18/19

 Offertory
Sunday $ 14,608.00
Assessment $ 41.00
Capital $ 110.00
School $ 5.00
Central & Eastern Europe $ 275.00
Home Missions $ 155.00
Catholic Relief Services $ 257.00
TOTAL $ 15,451.00

Our parish is blessed by your generosity!

ADORERS NEEDED
We are in need of Adorers for the following time: 
• Tuesday, 5:00-5:30 p.m.
• Wednesday, 6:00-7:00 p.m.
• Friday, 5:00-5:30 p.m.

If you are able to fill one of these, please call Joanne 
at 330-338-4810.

VOCATION CRUCIFIX
Whether God calls us to the priesthood, religious 
life, marriage, or the single life, we all need His 
constant, loving support to answer Him faithfully. 
In His wisdom, He uses our prayers to strengthen 
each other’s vocations. Please consider bringing 
the Vocation Crucifix into your home to pray that all 
will discover and live the joy of God’s call for them! 
Contact the parish office any time to get your name 
on the list at 330-644-2225.

Kim & Chris Kovesci received the
Vocation Crucifix this weekend. 

SAVE THE DATE
What: St. Francis de Sales Golf Outing

When: May 20, 2023 (shotgun at 8:00 a.m.)
Where: Mayfair Country Club
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Easter can be a time of loneliness and emptiness for 
those who have suffered a loss or who are going 
through a difficult time. If the joy of Easter seems far 
away, help is available. Our Stephen Ministers are 
ready to provide confidential, one-to-one Christian 
care. They will listen, care, encourage, and pray with 
and for you. Stephen Ministers have been specially 
trained to meet your emotional and spiritual needs; 
male Stephen Ministers are matched with men, and 
female Stephen Ministers are matched with women. 
If you or someone you know is hurting, find out 
more about Stephen Ministry by talking with one of 
our Stephen Leaders:
Ann Clark: aclark2@stfparish.com
Bill Dickey: wdickey@stfparish.com
Jessica Quentin: jquentin@stfparish.com

Mass
~ Monday through Saturday, 8:15 a.m.

~ Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, 6:30 p.m.
~ Saturday Vigil, 5:00 p.m.

~ Sunday, 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.

Adoration
~ Mondays, 7:00-8:00 a.m., 6:00-10:00 p.m.

~Tuesday through Friday, 7:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
(Breaking for Masses)

~ Family Adoration, Fridays, 6:00-6:30 p.m. 

Stations of the Cross
Fridays, 7:00 p.m.

With SFdS School, Mondays, 2:15 p.m.
Outdoor Stations, April 2, 3:00 p.m. 

Confession
~ Saturdays, 9:00-9:45 a.m.
~ Thursdays, 5:30-6:15 p.m.

~Tuesday, Cluster Parishes, 5:00-6:00 p.m.
March 28 – Queen of Heaven

Night Prayer
Sundays, 9:00 p.m.

Book Study: Creation
Sundays, February 26-April 2, 10:10-11:00 a.m.

Women’s Retreat
“Christ Is Our Hope”

Presenters: Holly Linger and Abigail Gresser
Saturday, April 1, 8:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

The Demkee Family Scholarship Fund of the Catholic 
Community Foundation will award one $1,400.00 
scholarship to a student enrolled at the University of 
Akron or satellite. Applicant must be a parishioner 
at a Catholic parish in Wayne or Summit County and 
maintain a 3.0 GPA. Scholarship applications are 
available online at: www.catholiccommunity.org/
grants or call toll free at 800-869-6525, ext. 8070.
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Brunch with the Bunny 

St.	Francis	de	Sales	will	be	hosting	our	very	own	
Brunch with the Bunny! 

Please	join	us	on		
Saturday,	April	8th	from	9:00-11:00	a.m.	

Details: 
• Photo	area	with	the	bunny	will	be	set	up	in	the	gym
• Student	Council	members	will	be	helping	with	crafts	and	coloring
• Light	refreshments	will	be	provided	in	the	cafeteria
• Cost:	$20.00	per	family

**	In	order	for	planning	purposes	and	time	allotment,	payment
must	be	sent	in	by	March	31st		(no	payments	will	be	accepted	at	the
door).

You	will	be	able	to	take	your	own	photos	in	addition	to	
pictures	taken	by	SFdS	staff	that	will	be	emailed	or	printed	
out	following	Spring	Break.		

Please	return	the	bottom	half	of	this	paper	and	send	it	in	
with	your	payment	to	reserve	your	spot.			
Cash	or	check	will	be	accepted.		

___________________________________________________________________________________	

Family	Name:	________________________________________________________________________________	

#	of	family	members	attending:	_____________	#	of	children	in	picture:	___________________	

Circle	which	option	you	prefer:					Email	me	photo												Print	photo	and	send	home	

email	address:		

To RSVP, please mail or drop off the bottom part of this form with payment to the parish 
office before March 31st. Checks can be made payable to St. Francis de Sales.
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SUPPORT FOR OUR SEMINARIANS
The Parents of Priests Organization of our Cleveland Diocese works to support the needs of the seminarians at 
Borromeo and St. Mary Seminaries in many ways, including financial and spiritual support. One of the ways that 
members of the Diocese, and especially our St. Francis de Sales Parish, can assist these men is through spiritual 
support. Each day is designated for prayer support for a seminarian as well as our Pope, Bishop Edward Malesic, 
Pastors, Priests, and other related intentions. Please use this calendar insert and keep it in a place where you can 
see it each day and thoughtfully say a prayer of support for the name listed that day, as well as a prayer for an 
increase in vocations. Also, do remember to pray for the others in our parish who are discerning their vocations.
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Offering hope to families                    
               facing unplanned pregnancies.   

Call us to donate or volunteer 
330-825-1900 
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Keeping you rolling since 1984
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Dan & Jacqui

Clark

Owners

Keeping you rolling since 1984

HEALTHFIRST 
CHIROPRACTIC 

CLINIC
Dr.Brian Longworth 330-896-8800
3577 S. Arlington Road, Akron
www.akronhealthfirst.com

Heating and Air Conditioning

Tom Wackerly: 330-697-5561
www.theKcompany.com
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Senior living built on trust
Coming Soon:

AT  G R E E N

GREEN: 3813 Fortuna Drive, Akron, OH 44312 • 234-294-0010

NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS.
Call (234) 294-0010 or visit us at vsecommunities.org.
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www.fishwindowcleaning.com/3055
(330) 848-3474

Call Us or Go Online for a FREE Estimate!

®

EBERHARDT FUNERAL HOME
330-644-5005

472 W. Turkeyfoot Lake Road
1 mile from St. Francis de Sales

330-644-5005
472 W. Turkeyfoot Lake Road
1 mile from St. Francis de Sales EBERHARDT FUNERAL HOME

Tim & Jeannette
Eberhardt

Parishioners for
over 50 years

Tim & Jeannette
Eberhardt

Parishioners for
over 50 years

Dean E. Biscan
Director

330.253.6126
www.hummelcares.com
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Work Hard, Play Hard
TOOL AND PARTY RENTAL

3337 Fortuna Drive, Akron
330-645-0555

See Rick Saunders for all 
of your tool and party needs.

Family Owned and Operated

1199 Wooster Road W, Barberton, OH
Chris Silva

Dwane Hostetler
Steve Best

330-825-8700
www.silva-hostetler.com Chris Silva

Extraordinary People.
Exceptional Care.

For Caregiver Services
234.815.0140

Job Opportunities
234.815.0140

firstlighthomecare.com

330-896-4949
donamarc.com

330-773-7656
144 W. Wilbeth Ave., Akron

www.ohioblasting.com

The Source for 
All Your Abrasive 
Blasting Needs

Family Owned 
and OperatedAutomobile

Collision Repair
We build value back into our customer’s vehicles

878 W. Bowery St., Akron
qualitybodyshop.net

Quality is the key to customer satisfaction

QUALITY BODY SHOP

David W. Vincent – 330-376-5121

BE
PRO-LIFE

NORTH HILL GLASS 
& MIRROR CO.

Now selling shower Doors
GLASS FOR ALL PURPOSES

Celebrating 94 Years!
560 N. Main St., Akron

330-535-1558
A UNITED CHURCH HOMES 

COMMUNITY
Independent, Assisted Living, Rehab

12200 Strausser Street, NW, Canal Fulton
chapelhillcommunity.org

330-854-4177 or 800-992-4177

Pleasant Pointe
Assisted Living
330-848-5028

Pleasant View
Skilled Rehab & Nursing

330-745-6028
Family Owned & Operated

www.pleasantviewhealthcare.com 
GEHM & SONS 

DRY ICE
CO2, Helium, Nitrogen & Propane

825 S. Arlington
330-773-6176

Compliments of

MORE THAN EXCAVATING!
• CONCRETE
• LAND CLEARING
• AND MORE...

WagRich.com 
(330-515-1977)

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES 
ASSOCIATION

Faith, Hope, & Remembrance
clevelandcatholiccemeteries.org

•Tree Trimming
•Tree Removal
•Land Clearing
•Stump Grinding 
•Crane Service 

Family Owned & Operated

       Over 25 Years of Experience 

 

The Experts in Commercial & Residential Tree Care 

TRENDS REALTY
DORINDA YOUNG REALTOR®

(C) 330.620.9016 • (O) 234.251.0555
dorindayoung@remax.net • dorinda.trendsrealtyofohio.com

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS. 
TO PLACE AN AD, CALL 1-800-292-9020

It Takes a Community 
to Make a Home 

Family and Locally Owned in The City of Green

Brier Creek 
Senior Independent Living

330-896-0400
GreenView 

Senior Assisted Living
330-899-0404
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M, T, TH, F: 8:30-4:00; W & SAT: 8:30-NOON

MANCHESTER ANIMAL CLINIC, INC.
DR. BENJAMIN L. PEARSON, JR.

HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

330-882-9802
5885 Manchester Road, Akron

Homestead Renovation LLC
Residential Painting 

& Minor Home Repair
David Ott • 330-607-4351

330-923-1333
Save $25 WITH THIS AD
Present at time of Purchase.
not valid with other offers

beckwithheatcool.com
STF OH Lic #14610

KAY METZLER, LPCC, MFT
• Counseling in Green & online for women & teens 
• Anxiety, trauma, & transitions (life, college & career)
330-595-9006  www.B2AWellness.com

SILENT RETREAT FOR YOUNG ADULTS
Join The ITE Project for its annual Lenten, silent retreat, Thirst, at Holy Family Catholic Church in Stow (3179 
Kent Road). ITE is excited to announce that this full-day, young adult retreat on the eve of Palm Sunday in the 
spirit of Mother Teresa is 100% FREE. Thirst is rooted in the letter written by St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta 
when Jesus spoke directly to her from the Cross in a spiritual awakening. Immerse yourself in silence and enjoy 
optional conferences, solitude, two home-cooked meals, Adoration, Confessions, and prayer teams. The retreat 
ends with the vigil for the Palm Sunday Mass. Register by March 26th. Join us and commit to finishing Lent well! 
Young adults ages 18-39 are welcome. https://www.theiteproject.com/events/thirst.
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Families since

AKRON YARD CARDS
AkronYardCards.com • 330-298-5369

The care you need to get  
you back to your life.

ManorCare
                                  Health Services

800-736-4427
www.hcr-manorcare.com

Pierre’s Brooklyn
Pizza & Deli

964 Kenmore Blvd.

330-745-7900
WE DELIVER TILL 8P

Open 6 days a week 
Parishioner

1881 Canton Rd., Akron
330-699-5888
cantonroadgarden.com

We’ve got a good thing growing!We’ve got a good thing growing!

LISA M. TESTA, O.D., M.S. 330-785-5111
LAURA M. KNIGHT, O.D. 330-785-5114

2694 S. Main St., Akron  testasvisionsource.com

Caring for your Caring for your 
family’s eyes.family’s eyes.

Ranger • Ranger Pontoons • Starcraft • Starweld
Mercury • Yamaha & Evinrude Outboards

We Service All Major Brands
Vic & Tom Vatalaro

330-673-7600 • Fax: 330-673-7617
VicsSportsCenter.com

2039 Tallmadge Road, Brimfield

Spencer Tax Service Laura Thomas EA, CPA
Mary K. Timura, CPA

330-745-8324
www.spencertaxservice.com

617 Wooster Road W., Barberton

North Hill Rentals
Residential properties throughout Summit County

Rick Moye
Apartment Manager
90 16th St. SW, Suite B, Barberton

P 330-706-3032
F 330-825-5191

Companies
330-745-4778

• Irrigation
• Snow & Ice Management

CICCOLINI AND 
ASSOCIATES CO.

LPA
ATTORNEYS 

Estate Planning • Trusts/Wills 
Real Estate • Injury Claims 

Business Law
2715 Manchester Rd.

330-753-1051
mciccolini@ciccolinilaw.com
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68 W State St.  Barberton�

Bob + Nancy Wilson, Parishioners�
www.PapaRonis.com�

EVENT CATERING
68 W. State St., Barberton
330.745.9999

www.PapaRonis.com
Bob & Nancy Wilson,

Parishioners

Paul Miller, 
Attorney, MBA

330-896-2889
* Estate Planning 

* Trusts * Probate * Business  
 Purposeful Planning and  
Counsel for Life’s Stages

566 Park Avenue W. Todd N. Collier
330-745-3161

No one provides better service ... for less
Family Owned and Operated Since 1904

Let God’s promises 
shine on our 

problems.

From the
Sarver Family

Fully Insured • 10 Yr Labor Guarantee
Residential Roofing • BBB Member

Aaron Neugebauer, Parishioner

Koehler legal ServiceS

• Wills
• Trusts 
• Estates

Ron Koehler
Attorney at Law

www.akronprobatelawyer.com
3522 Manchester Rd., Ste. D, Akron

330-644-3572

David, Eric & Katie Anthony

B&B & Sons
Heating & 

Cooling
330-882-5100

Strength, stability and expertise since 1958.

Electrical Contractors

1033 Kelly Avenue • Fax: 330-374-0620

Residential • Commercial • Industrial • High Voltage

330-374-0070
www.jwdidadoelectric.com

24 Hour Service

Strength, Stability and expertise since 1958.Strength, Stability and expertise since 1958.

Strength, stability and expertise since 1958.

Electrical Contractors

1033 Kelly Avenue • Fax: 330-374-0620

Residential • Commercial • Industrial • High Voltage

330-374-0070
www.jwdidadoelectric.com

24 Hour Service

1033 Kelly Avenue, Akron, Ohio 44306

330-374-0070
ww.jwdidadoelectric.com
24 Hour Service24 Hour Service
Residential • Commercial • Industrial • High VoltageResidential • Commercial • Industrial • High Voltage

Call 330-644-8842
14 E. Caston Road
myguiseppes.com

Akron’s Best Since 1963

The Menches Family 
invite you to  

our full service 
Restaurant and Menu. 

Thanks for your support.

Shops of Green
John Menches
330-896-2288

DESIGN-BUILD SPECIALISTS
SINCE 1953

Construction Services
Construction Management

Facilities Maintenance

RAE OF PEACE
Therapeutic Massage, LLC

*Appointment Only*  Located inside Jillian & Co. Salon & Spa

950 W. Nimisila Road, New Franklin, OH 44319
JESSICA QUENTIN RN, LMT, CLT Parishioner

330-413-2295 or jzquentin@gmail.com 1535 Vernon Odom Blvd., Akron

3300 S. Arlington Rd @ I-77, Akron, OH • tothakron.com • (330) 644-34003300 S. Arlington Rd @ I-77, Akron, OH • tothakron.com • (330) 644-3400

JIM DOCS, Agent 
CPCU, CLU, ChFC, CASL 

2483 S. Main St., Akron (330) 645-1000

JESSICA’S
Purdy Paws 2

Cageless 1-on-1 Grooming

330-760-9765


